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20.    KUSINAGARA.

Fa-Hian places Kusinagara at 12 yojanas, or 84 miles, to
the eastward of the Charcoal Stupa, a distance which is quite
impossible when compared with its other recorded distances
from Vaisali and   Ban&ras,1   Unfortunately, Hwen Thsang,
contrary to his usual custom, has omitted to note the distance,
and simply states that he travelled in a north-east direction
for a long time through a vast forest, full of wild bulls and
wild elephants, and infested with brigands.   A portion of this
forest still exists to the north and east of Sahankal, and wild
elephants still abound in the Tarai forests to the north of
Gorakhpur.   Wilson first proposed Kasia as the site of Kusi-
nagara, and the suggestion has since been generally adopted.
The village is situated exactly 35 miles to the east of Gorakh-
pur, at the crossing of two great thoroughfares,2   It is 28
miles to the north-east of Sahankat in a direct line measured
on the map, or about 35 miles by road.   The distance is
therefore only 5 yojanas, instead of 12, as noted by Fa-Hian,
It cannot be placed further to the north-east without increasing
its distance from Banaras, and lessening its distance from
Vaisali.   Now the former is limited by Hwen Thsang to 700 ti,
or  117 miles, and the latter is fixed by Fa-Hian himself at
25 yojanas, or 175 miles; and as both estimates agree very
closely with the actual position of Kasia, I am satisfied that
Fa-Hian's 12 yojanas must be a mistake.   Anrudhwa, near
Kasia, is exactly 111 miles to the north-north-east of Banaras,
measured in a direct line on the map, and cannot, therefore,
be less than 120 miles by road.   The distance between Kasia
and Vaisali, by the route which I marched, is just 140 miles;
but this was along the new straight lines which have been
laid out by the British authorities.   By the old winding native
tracks the distance would have been much greater, or certainly
not less than 160 miles.

1.    Seal's 'Fah-Hiaa/ xxiv. 93.
2.    See Map No. XL for its position.